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During the nicest and warmest weekend of 2007, over 100 students from high schools all over
the 10th Congressional District came to Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire to participate in
Rep. Mark Kirk and Stevenson High School’s First Annual Model Congress.

  

These young, future American leaders got up early, gave up their weekends, dressed in their
most professional business attire and made this 64-year-old citizen proud and hopeful for
America’s future. Over the two-day session, these young men and women acted out the role of
a U.S. representative.

  

Majority and minority parties were represented with names we hear and read about often. After
the Pledge of Allegiance and swearing in, they broke into committee assignments, worked on
mock bills, wrote amendments and then debated the bills and amendments on the house floor
(actually the Stevenson HS auditorium).

  

Having attended a session of the House in Washington, D.C., earlier this year, I almost thought
I was in the real House as I watched these young people lobby their positions across party
lines, engage in healthy and sometimes loud debate and then vote.

  

While the first opening day session of formalities was scripted by Rep. Kirk’s staff, it was all the
students once they went into their committee assignments. Their presentations, speeches,
questions and debates were all their own.

  

In this day, when we hear so much negativity and not much of anything positive, it was an honor
and privilege to volunteer at this event and meet so many of these bright, articulate, and caring
young people. This event was not designed to sway any of these students to any particular
party or position, but rather to engage them in thinking of a future in some type of government
or community service. Kudos to the two amazing teachers at Stevenson who helped sponsor
this event and especially to Rep. Kirk’s outstanding staff, which spent many a night drawing up
the scenario of events.
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I’ve said before we in the 10th Congressional District are fortunate to have Mark Kirk as our
Congressman. But special kudos to the young students who participated in this exciting
adventure in democracy.

  

Christine Dolgopol 
Wheeling
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